: Introduction

Each chapter should begin with an introduction that tells what you will cover in the chapter.  It should tell the reader what is in the chapter as well as its importance to the overall thesis/report.  This introduction should occur directly below the chapter heading and does not require its own header.
Motivation
Describe the motivation to choose the particular topic/problem.
Problem Statement
 In your thesis/report, this is the introduction to your work where you describe the overall problem you are trying to solve.  This section should not assume that the reader has any knowledge of the specific area in which you are working or the specific tools, techniques, and methods you plan to use.  You must explain everything to them.  Figure 1 is an example of how to insert figures and use captioning.  The figure itself should be centered and fall within the margins of the thesis/report.  You should use the Thesis figure style for each figure.  The caption should follow the figure immediately.  To insert a caption that is correctly numbered, right click on the figure and then select Caption.  Type a period (after the figure number) followed by one space and then the caption in title case (each word capitalized).  Do not use a period at the end of the caption.
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Figure 1. Simulator Deployment Overview

Often this section will include an overall research thesis statement that tells the reader succinctly what the report is about.  For more information on how to write a good thesis statement, see [2].  (Note: this is good example of how to reference other work in your thesis.)

1.1 Background
Here you want to provide information that the reader needs to know before they can continue reading this paper.  This is not necessarily the same as a literature review, which is placed in Chapter 2.  If you are following the work of others, this is where you should place the basic information about that work and how your work fits in.  Detailed discussions of technical details should be left for Chapter 2 or an Appendix.
1.2 Scope and Objectives

In this section, you should define what you will and will not attempt to do in this research.  Objectives are usually fairly broad – not more than 3 or 4 – and you should include specific requirements later in the report.

1.3 Document Overview

Here you are to give your reader a guided tour of the remainder of the document.  It should be more than just a list of the upcoming chapters.  You should effectively overview the background, methods, and results of your report in two or three paragraphs.

Chapter 2 : Literature Review

A literature review is an account of what has been published on a topic by accredited scholars and researchers. Your purpose is to convey to your reader what knowledge and ideas have been established on a topic and their relative strengths and weaknesses. Your literature review should be defined by a guiding concept (e.g., your research objective, the problem you are discussing or your thesis). It is not just a descriptive list of the material available, or a set of summaries. 

For hints on how to conduct a literature review, see [1]. (Note: this is another good example of how to reference other work in your thesis.)

A literature review is not simply a list or summarization of one research effort after another. It is a sign of poor organization and insufficient thought to see every paragraph merely beginning with the name of a researcher. Instead, you should organize the literature review into sections based on themes trends, or relevant theory. You are not trying to list all the material published, but to synthesize and evaluate the most important and relevant work based on your thesis or research question. 

(Note: this entire section was adapted from [1].)

2.1 Second Level Heading

Each chapter will usually be broken down into major sections.  Each section should have its own header as shown here.  Use the Thesis header 2 style for these section headers.  It will automatically number your headings appropriately and allow the heading to be inserted into the table of contents.

Third Level Heading

Each major section may also be broken down into sub-sections.  Each sub-section should also have its own header as shown here.  Use the Thesis header 3 style for these section headers.  It will automatically number your headings appropriately and allow the heading to be inserted into the table of contents.

Just for fun, here is an example of how to handle a very long quote:

A literature review is an account of what has been published on a topic by accredited scholars and researchers. Your purpose is to convey to your reader what knowledge and ideas have been established on a topic and their relative strengths and weaknesses. Your literature review should be defined by a guiding concept (e.g., your research objective, the problem you are discussing or your thesis). It is not just a descriptive list of the material available, or a set of summaries. 

2.1.1.1 Fourth Level Heading
This is an example of the 4th level heading using Thesis header 4 style.

Fifth Level Heading.  If you need another level of heading, simply type the heading (using title case) in bold followed by a period.  Start the paragraph immediately after the period as in this paragraph.  These paragraph headings will not be inserted into the table of contents.
Chapter 3 : Methodology and Implementation

You should always begin each chapter with a brief overview of the chapter to help the reader along.  You may think of this as an expansion of the document overview you provided in Chapter 1.  (Note: you should use MS Word’s cross referencing features whenever possible to refer to chapters, sections, references, figures, and tables … this will allow you to reorganize your report without have to change all the references manually.)

3.1 Methodology

In this section, you should explain your approach to solving the research problem as posed in Section 1.2.  You should not only tell the reader “what” you will do, but “why” as well.  If you simply state what you did, you may leave the reader wondering why you did what you did.  This is your chance to be preemptive and keep them from being biased toward your results.  Often your advisor will require you to follow certain methods and techniques.  While this should be noted, you should also state why your advisor required such an approach.

Your methodology should be clear, stating not only what you will do, but it should also include the output of each step and sub-step of the process.

3.2 Implementation

Here is where you basic tell exactly what you did.  This section should follow from the methodology discussion in Section 3.1.  If you had three specific steps in your methodology, you should present the results of each of those steps here.  If this chapter is very long, it may be made into its own chapter, and – in some cases – even multiple chapters.

Chapter 4 : Results

In this chapter, you should put the results of your research.  If you performed experiments, you should describe your approach and how you conducted the experiments in the previous chapter; the results of those experiments should be presented here.  If you research required implementation and evaluation, the implementation should be presented in Chapter 3 and the results of the evaluation should be presented here.

In presenting your results, you should give as much detail as possible.  If that detail is voluminous, the summary of the results should be presented here with the details put into an Appendix.

Chapter 5 : Conclusions and Future Work

This chapter is the place where you sum up your work.  This is your final chance to convince the reader that your work is worthy of whatever degree you are seeking.  You can begin by over viewing what you have just presented to the reader, making sure to point out the important parts one more time.  

5.1 Conclusion

However, this chapter should go well beyond simply a recap of your thesis/report work.  It should tell the reader why what you did is important.  Take your results and convince the reader that what you did advances the state of the art and beyond that, is a stepping stone to even greater things.

An example of a table is shown in Table 1.

Table 1.  Example Table

	
	Column 2
	Column 3
	Column 4
	Column 5

	Row 1
	1
	24
	55
	52

	Row 2
	52
	0
	24
	25

	Row 3
	25
	2
	522
	25

	Row 4
	2536
	0
	235
	0


5.2 Future Work

In this chapter, you should describe the research that could be follow-on work based on your work.  It might be things you did not have a chance to complete, or research that your efforts have enabled.  As you are the expert now, you should provide as much detail about how this research should be accomplished and what type of methods, techniques, and tools would be the best choices.  
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Appendix A Users Manual

There might be a number of things you want to put into an appendix: user’s manuals, development manuals, test results, experimental results, etc.  Typically, you want the body of your thesis/report to flow smoothly with more detailed information in the appendices.

A.1 Overview

You can use various headings in an appendix, just like regular text.  In this case, this paragraphs header style is Thesis appendix header 2.

A.1.1 First Topic

This style is Thesis appendix header 3.

A.1.2 Second Topic
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