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Intellectual property rights (IPR) have been defined as ideas, inventions, and creative 
expressions based on which there is a public willingness to bestow the status of property. 
IPR provide certain exclusive rights to the inventors or creators of that property, in order 
to enable them to reap commercial benefits from their creative efforts or reputation. There 
are several types of intellectual property protection like patent, copyright, trademark, etc. 

 IPR is prerequisite for better identification, planning, commercialization, rendering, and 
thereby protection of invention or creativity. Each industry should evolve its own IPR 
policies, management style, strategies, and so on depending on its area of specialty. 
Pharmaceutical industry currently has an evolving IPR strategy requiring a better focus 
and approach in the coming era.  IPR enhances technology advancement in the following 
ways: 

(a) It provides a mechanism of handling infringement, piracy, and unauthorized use 

(b) It provides a pool of information to the general public since all forms of IP are published 
except in case of trade secrets. 

IP protection can be sought for a variety of intellectual efforts including 

(i) Patents 

(ii) Industrial designs relates to features of any shape, configuration, surface pattern, 
composition of lines and colors applied to an article whether 2-D, e.g., textile, or 3-D, e.g., 
toothbrush 

(iii) Trademarks relate to any mark, name, or logo under which trade is conducted for any 
product or service and by which the manufacturer or the service provider is identified. 
Trademarks can be bought, sold, and licensed. Trademark has no existence apart from the 
goodwill of the product or service it symbolizes 

(iv)  Copyright relates to expression of ideas in material form and includes literary, musical, 
dramatic, artistic, cinematography work, audio tapes, and computer software 

(v) Geographical indications are indications, which identify as good as originating in the 
territory of a country or a region or locality in that territory where a given quality, 
reputation, or other characteristic of the goods is essentially attributable to its geographical 
origin 



A patent is awarded for an invention, which satisfies the criteria of global novelty, non-
obviousness, and industrial or commercial application. Patents can be granted for products 
and processes. As per the Indian Patent Act 1970, the term of a patent was 14 years from 
the date of filing except for processes for preparing drugs and food items for which the 
term was 7 years from the date of the filing or 5 years from the date of the patent, 
whichever is earlier. No product patents were granted for drugs and food items. 

A copyright generated in a member country of the Berne Convention is automatically 
protected in all the member countries, without any need for registration. India is a 
signatory to the Berne Convention and has a very good copyright legislation comparable to 
that of any country. However, the copyright will not be automatically available in countries 
that are not the members of the Berne Convention. Therefore, copyright may not be 
considered a territorial right in the strict sense. Like any other property IPR can be 
transferred, sold, or gifted. 

 


